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Walsh Library Gallery 
presents 
SMALL TOWNS, BLACK LIVES 
A PHOTOGRAPHIC JOURNAL BY WENDEL A. WHITE  
September 2 - October 21, 2005 
 
Small Towns, Black Lives: African American Communities in Southern New 
Jersey, a photographic journal by Wendel A. White, opens at Seton Hall 
University on September 2 and will be on view through October 21 in the 
Walsh Library Gallery, 400 South Orange Avenue in South Orange.  The 
Gallery is open Monday - Friday, 10:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.   An opening 
reception will take place Thursday, September 15 from 6-9 p.m. in the Gallery, 
during which visitors can meet White, who will deliver a lecture at 7 p.m. in the 
Beck Room.  The exhibition and reception are free and open to the 
public.  For more information and to verify hours, call the Gallery at (973) 275-
2033 or visit the Gallery Web site at http://library.shu.edu/gallery.    
Curated by Charles Ashley Stainback, Small Towns, Black Lives consists of more than 
70 black and white photographs depicting historically African American towns in New 
Jersey, such as Morris Beach, Port Republic and Small Gloucester. More than fifty of 
these images are on exhibit at Seton Hall.  The exhibit includes essays by author 
Stedman Graham, historian Clement Alexander Price and Deborah Willis-Kennedy, 
author and expert on African American photographic history.  
A noted photographer with a focus on African American communities in rural and small 
town settings, White describes Small Towns, Black Lives as “an artist’s journal of travel 
and discovery.” In the exhibition, he pairs each photograph with a corresponding panel 
of text. “The prints are intended to be narrative and descriptive, revealing the 
appearance of people and places paired with fragments of the subject’s history,” says 
White. “They hinge together the seen and unseen worlds of the black experience within 
these few communities.” 
Small Towns, Black Lives was organized by The Noyes Museum of Art in Oceanville, 
NJ, in cooperation with Wendel A. White.  It is sponsored by Seton Hall University’s 
Multicultural Program and Department of African American Studies, as well as The 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Scholarship Association, The Seton Hall University Gospel Choir 
and also by  The African American Heritage Museum of Southern New Jersey. The 
exhibit is circulated by the Exhibition Alliance, Hamilton, New York.  
The Walsh Library Gallery, which opened in 1994, features the work of nationally and 
internationally emerging and recognized artists. Focusing on art and history, past 
exhibits have featured artists from the United States, Brazil, the Dominican Republic, 
France, Poland, Lithuania, China and other countries. Equally diverse are the artistic 
media shown, which include oils, watercolors, sculpture, etchings, photographs, 
posters, prints and textiles. Historical topics have ranged from the Harlem Renaissance 
and Italian design to the cultural heritage of the Lenape Indians and the politics and art 
of China since the Cultural Revolution. Special events, panel discussions and docent-
led tours are held regularly in conjunction with exhibits. The gallery also hosts speakers 
and is the host site for the University’s Poetry-in-the-Round series.            
Gallery Hours 
 It is recommended that all off-campus guests call to confirm Gallery Hours. 
 
Walsh Library Gallery  
400 South Orange Avenue 
South Orange, N.J. 07079  
Mon.-Fri. 10:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Information / group tours   
973-275-2033  
  
Visit our website at  
http://library.shu.edu/gallery 
 
